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broken up by disagreement among the reactionary Powers
themselves.
The apple of discord was one which was destined to cause
wars and rumours of wars for a century—the Eastern Question.
The Ottoman Turks had conquered the Balkan Peninsula in the
fifteenth century, and had misruled it ever since. The Balkan
peoples were mostly of Slavonic race and belonged to the
Orthodox Christian Church. The chief Slav and Orthodox
Power was Russia, and the Czars naturally sympathised with
them hi their resistance to Turkish oppression. It might have
been expected that the other European Powers would have
welcomed action on behalf of fellow-Christians in revolt against
Mohammedan misrule; but this feeling was checked by their
dread of the growing power of Russia. If the Czars succeeded
in ousting Turkey from Europe, would not this lead to their
dominating the Balkan Peninsula themselves ? And would not
possession of Constantinople make them heirs to the Eastern
Roman Empire of which that city had once been the capital ?
The form in which the problem arose at this juncture was a
revolt of the Greeks. The people called by this name were of
three types. The inhabitants of the mainland, the Morea, were
half-civilised peasants much given to banditry; the people of
the isles of the archipelago were mostly occupied in sea-trading
or piracy according to individual taste or the season of the year ;
and the " Greeks of the Dispersion " were mainly prosperous
merchants living in Constantinople, Odessa, Marseilles, Paris
and London. The Sultan ruled his Greek subjects through
their priests, at the head of whom was the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople. Slavonian and Albanian elements were pre-
dominant in their very mixed descent; but geographically and
linguistically they preserved the memory of " the Glory that was
Greece." The nationalist impulse inspired by the French
Revolution encouraged the educated Greeks, especially among
the exiles, to dream of one day reviving the Byzantine Empire,
with Constantinople as its centre. A society was formed,
known as the Hetairia Philike (" Band of Friends"), with

